
AS GOD’S CHILDREN WE’RE MAD AS HELL AND NOT GOING TO TAKE IT ANYMORE! 

Second Sunday in Lent - A March 12, 2017     John 3:1-17 

 

One of the challenges I used to face as a pastor was coming up with a sermon title in time for the 

Sunday bulletin to be published.  [A number of my smart colleagues avoid the dilemma with the 

safe, generic: (e.g.,) “A Sermon for the Second Sunday in Lent.”] While I don’t wait until the last 

minute to begin sermon preparation, the actual sermon is never complete until it is preached.  

Seriously, you’ve heard me edit on the spot when I decided, in the opening of a sermon, that the 

words I had carefully put to paper were not exactly the words you and I needed to hear that 

morning. Sometimes that spontaneity works rather well. Other times? Well, it’s a good thing we 

preach salvation by grace. 

Today’s gospel should be the easiest sermon ever, right? John 3:16. Who doesn’t know that?  But, 

Wednesday night, as I was reading the gospel at the midweek Lenten service, my plan was to follow 

the daily lectionary, which began several verses ahead of where we are this morning, and concludes 

with John 3:15.  I prepared the people to be brought to the very edge of the gospel, but I couldn’t 

pull it off.  I read on to include both verses 16 and 17, as you have heard this morning. And, as I 

read the good news of verse 16, I looked at the congregation and said, “It gets even better: ‘For God 

sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 

him.’” 

Isn’t that good news?  Yet people carry signs with “John 3:16” on them, to the exclusion of the 

really good news that’s found in verse 17.  As it turns out, many who carry the signs don’t realize 

that, by pulling that single verse out of context, they make it a passage of condemnation, rather than 

salvation. It becomes the accusation, the verdict, and the sentencing—rather than allowing us to 

hear God’s acquittal. Or, if you prefer a little guilt in your theology, consider it God’s commuting 

our sentence. In any case, God is calling us “my children,” and from what I get of this gospel in its 

entirety, it’s a much bigger circle than we had perhaps envisioned. Bottom line: There is no “us” 

and “them,” according to the Good News. 

Which leads to this morning’s sermon and its title.  Some of you might remember a movie from 

about 40 years ago, “Network.” In the movie, a TV news anchor gets disgusted with the media 

which is becoming more and more corporate and powerful, yet its goal is only to protect and 

preserve itself by only telling people the things they want to hear. Obviously, I’m oversimplifying; 

but most people remember at least the signature line [Let me take you there]:  

I want all of you to get up out of your chairs. I want you to get up right now and go 

to the window. Open it, and stick your head out, and yell: “I’m as mad as hell, and 

I’m not going to take this anymore!”  

Well, that last sentence is essentially the sermon title, because it’s high time we spoke up for verse 

17. As Christians, you and I are called to face down the forces of evil, to prophesy against those 

who fail to: “do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” We are told by Jesus to 

prefer to walk as children of the light, rather than hide our sinful, selfish selves in the darkness. 

When the North Dare Ministers Association met Tuesday, we talked about some of the hostility we 

had seen or heard about, just in the past week or so: issue of violence against Jews, cemeteries 

desecrated, tombstones tipped over, threats to Jewish community centers and mosques. Indian men 

shot, one killed by a gunman who thought they were Middle Eastern and told them “Get out of my 

country” before he fired. A Sikh man (not Muslim) killed while working on his car, and the shooter 
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still at large. A transgender woman shot to death and three men are indicted. Too many crimes of 

hatred. Too many threats and heinous acts directed at “the least of these.” 

As an association, the group does not generally issue statements; as the ministers try to not take 

sides. We don’t want to divide the community; our mission is to bring people together.  But there 

comes a point when we witness our Judeo-Christian heritage being hijacked, and reissued/rebranded 

as a religion of hate and an excuse to condemn. In our community, it’s neither practical nor 

effective to open our windows and shout out our righteous anger. And if we try to stand on the 

corner and hold signs, we’ll easily be outdone by the sign spinner from Little Caesar’s.   

So, in the spirit of the Gospel—of John 3:16 and 17—we thought it was time to take a stand for 

people in this community and beyond, especially those who are most vulnerable, most 

marginalized. In the spirit of the verses that follow, speaking of those who do their misdeeds in the 

darkness because they are afraid of being exposed to the light, we thought it was time to let the light 

shine. We decided it was time to collect our thoughts, put words to paper, and take a stand for the 

very world that God so loves that God came to save, rather than to condemn. 

So, before you read it in the paper, you’re going to hear it here: 

To the Editor: 

As religious leaders and people of faith, we have grown deeply concerned over a public 
climate that seems to us to marginalize and even demonize some of the most vulnerable 
people among us, especially refugees, immigrants, and transgender individuals.  We are 
greatly troubled by recently announced public policies that jeopardize the well-being of 
people who have already suffered much, and who pose no threat to national security and 
no risk of harm to their neighbors.   We are dismayed by news reports from across the 
country of too many occasions when fearful or hateful people have seized upon these 
policies and the language justifying them as license to threaten and even attack those seen 
as “other” or “unwelcome.” 

The faith traditions we serve differ in many ways, but all urge us to honor and uphold the 
dignity of every person, and to recognize the kinship of all humankind. We hope and pray 
that our elected officials and all who carry out public policies will be guided by love and 
compassion, and that all may be healed of the fear and indifference that feeds exclusion 
and mistreatment.  In full recognition of our own human fallibility, we call upon ourselves 
and upon all our neighbors not to harden our hearts, but to follow the heart of all faiths: to 
love our neighbor, to welcome the stranger, and to give comfort to the vulnerable. 

Sincerely, 
(The writers are members of the North Dare Ministerial Association.) 

Our hope is to help this community, and the greater community of our nation and world to walk as 

people of light.  So, pray with me that all may know the light of the Good News that is for all 

people, and the mercy of God that saved the world. Hear again the words of our Prayer of the Day:  

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to 

live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we 

may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 


